6    WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
strength. Writing to a friend about the situation
in which he found himself, Washington declared:
"By the time I had done breakfast, and thence
till dinner, and afterwards till bed-time, I could
not get relieved from the ceremony of one visit,
before I had to attend to another. In a word, I
had no leisure to read or answer the dispatches
that were pouring in upon me from all quarters."
The radical treatment which the situation
called for was aided by a general feeling in Con-
gress that arrangements should be made for the
President different from those under the Articles of
Confederation. It had been the practice for the
President to keep open house. Of this custom
Washington remarked that it brought the office
"in perfect contempt; for the table was considered
a public one, and every person, who could get
introduced, conceived that he had a right to be
invited to it. This, although the table was always
crowded (and with mixed company, and the
President considered in no better light than as a
maitre d9hotel), was in its nature impracticable,
and as many offenses given as if no table had been
kept." It was important to settle the matter
before Mrs. Washington joined him in New York.
Inside of ten days from the time he took the oath of